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Karen Mak – Co Founder and CEO of architectural firm dkstudio architects Inc. 

Born in Hong Kong, moved to Canada as a teenager, she was the first university 

student to win the National Virtu Furniture Competition in Canada with her 

original chair design Ready-to-wear No.2.  She later graduated at the top of her 

class and received the Lieutenant Governor Award at the University of Toronto 

School of Landscape and Architecture.  She received an incredible accolade as 

“the Next Wave” in the Azure Design Magazine in 1995. 

 

Since graduation she spent 1 year in Singapore and 10 years in Hong Kong, 

working and travelling throughout cities in China and Asia Pacific. After obtaining 

her profession qualification of Registered Architect HKIA and RIBA, she joined 

the luxury fashion retailers DKNY and Louis Vuitton as their Senior Store Projects 

Manager, a job that was able to combine her passion in architecture and fashion 

design. 

 

Moving back to Canada in 2006, she and her husband Dmytriy Pereklita, started 

the architectural practice, dkstudio architects inc.  Karen and Dmytriy set a vison 

to become one of the best international luxury interior and architectural 

firms.  After 12 years of hard work, dedication and passion, they now have three 

offices represented in Hong Kong, Vancouver and Toronto. This year, dkstudio 

received the prestigious ACCE Asia Pacific Business Award, as well as Corporate 

Vision Magazine selected dkstudio to be the Best International Retail Design 

Company in Canada. Her impressive luxury retail clients include Louis Vuitton, 

Chanel, Gucci, Prada, Van Cleef, and many other distinguished brands. dkstudio 

has won many international design awards for their own original designs 

including The Muse Design Award 2019, Shop! Retail Design Awards 2018 Fixture 



of the Year, Innovation in Technology, Gold Award for Shop-in-shop, and Best of 

Canada Office Interior Award 2016. 

 

dkstudio also created an environmental non-profit extension to their business 

called One Piece A Day.  One Piece a Day is an app, created to help encourage 

and inspire everyone on the planet pick up at least one piece of litter a day, and to 

refuse the use of single-use plastic that are polluting our oceans and destroying 

sea life.  One Piece A Day have partnered with many organizations, such as the 

TDSB Eco Schools, to help bring awareness of this critic issue to children across 

the GTA.  The dkstudio team is a group of passionate enthusiasts that are not 

only design conscious, but they care very much about the environmental impact 

of our everyday actions. 

 

Karen and her husband Dmytriy, have two children, Danylo (11) and Sophia (9).  

Through her passion and dedication, she continues to balance family and work 

life and proves to be an inspirational role model for professional women 

entrepreneurs.  Karen has created an environment that is both diverse and 

dynamic and embrace all different ethnic backgrounds throughout her team.  She 

lives by the motto: “discover your passion and live your life to your fullest 

potential.” 

 


